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Ministry Spotlight:

Care Team

by Maritza Feliciano

Sis. Rosie Perez &
Sis. Maria Sileo

Headed by Sis. Rosie Perez & Maria Sileo, this ministry is dedicated welcoming

new Visitors and ministering to those who give thei
following up with a phone call, inviting them back to church or agreeing with them in

prayer, the Care Team does justthati care. | t 6 s b etbemuhatéhe touk Agape

|l ove i s shown to every new member that walks throug

Q: What is the purpose of the Care Team ministry within Agape Worship Center and how does it benefit the
churchandits & par i?shi oner s

A: When new visitors come to Agape, a member of the Care Team is given their information and we then call
them to follow up after they visit. We basically call them to thank them for visiting with us and to just fellowship
with them. We will pray with them if that is their need and we will answer any questions they may have about the
service or sometimes we just listen.

The same is true for a new believer. As Pastor leads them to the Lord, we are waiting on the sidelines for them
to continue encouraging them and to let them know that they just made the best decision of their life. We also
call them within a day or two after the service to see how they are doing, to keep encouraging them and to
answer any questions they may have in their new walk with the Lord.

Many of the new visitors tell us how much they appreciate that we took the time to call them and acknowledge
them. The benefit of this ministry is the opportunity we have to let a person know that we care about them

and let them know how much God loves them. We also have the opportunity to plant a seed, to help a soul that
is searching or hurting, to share our testimonies of what God has done in our lives, or to just be a listener to
someone who needs to talk. When | look around the church and see how many of the new visitors and new
believers that have made Agape their home, | like to think that in some small way that is a result of this ministry.

Q: When did this ministry start and how has it changed or grown throughout the years?
A: The care team has been in existence as long as Agape Worship Center has been. Pastor always wants to let
people know how important they are to him and how much he appreciates them coming to visit with us.

Pastor recently started a fellowship get-together a couple of times a year where he invites new visitors to come
to the Fellowship Hall after service for coffee and dessert. This is so Pastor, Sister Pat and the leaders can meet
and talk with the new parishioners in a relaxed atmosphere and get to know one another on a more personal
level. The turnout each time has been great!

We are also trying to get the youth involved in the Care Team. When a young person reaches out to another
young person they can relate to each other in ways that we adults can't.

Q: How are the Care Team members selected?

A: Some of the qualities Rosie and | look for in potential Care Team members are people who are faithful and
committed to the work of the Lord. We look for someone who has a heart to reach out to people and for
someone who we know will be faithful in making the phone calls with a cheerful and humble heart.

Q: Do you have any final thoughts about your vision for the Care Team?

A: One of our visions for this ministry is that more men would get involved. More and more men are coming to
the church and accepting the Lord and we need men to relate to them. We need men to step up to the plate and
reach out to these men. Our vision for the Care Team is that through a word we may speak to someone, they will
invite someone and our walls will bust out because we will not be able to contain all the new visitors that will be
coming to Agape.
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