
0000000000000000000000

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Agape Messenger 
 
 

Agape Worship Center Newsletter 
37 West Street ~ Bloomfield, NJ  07003 ~ Tel:  973-429-1100 ~ Fax: 973-429-7173 

Email: agapeworshipctr@aol.com 
On the web: www.agapeworshipcenter.com 

 

Pastor: Rev. Anthony S. Ventola  È  Co-Pastor & Editor: Rev. Patricia Ventola 

 
Inside this Issue 
 
 
Ministry Spotlight: 
Care Team 
 
 
Around the Church 
 
 
Announcements 
 
 
Childrenôs Church: 
2009 Christmas Play 
 

 
Word of Encouragement 
 
 
Special Feature:  
Spread the Good News! 
 
 
Getting to Know You: 
Ron & Linda Vassallo 
 

 
Water Baptism 
 
 
Think About It 
 
 
Sponsorsô Ads 

 

October/November/December 2009 Issue 

http://www.agapeworshipcenter.com/


 

  
 

 

Sis. Rosie Perez & 
Sis. Maria Sileo 

 

Ministry Spotlight: 
Care Team 
by Maritza Feliciano 
 
 

 
 
Headed by Sis. Rosie Perez & Maria Sileo, this ministry is dedicated welcoming  
new visitors and ministering to those who give their lives to the Lord.  Whether itôs  
following up with a phone call, inviting them back to church or agreeing with them in  
prayer, the Care Team does just that ï care.  Itôs because of them that the true Agape 
love is shown to every new member that walks through Agapeôs doors. 
 
Q: What is the purpose of the Care Team ministry within Agape Worship Center and how does it benefit the 
church and itsô parishioners? 
A: When new visitors come to Agape, a member of the Care Team is given their information and we then call 
them to follow up after they visit. We basically call them to thank them for visiting with us and to just fellowship 
with them. We will pray with them if that is their need and we will answer any questions they may have about the 
service or sometimes we just listen.  
 
The same is true for a new believer. As Pastor leads them to the Lord, we are waiting on the sidelines for them 
to continue encouraging them and to let them know that they just made the best decision of their life. We also 
call them within a day or two after the service to see how they are doing, to keep encouraging them and to 
answer any questions they may have in their new walk with the Lord. 
 
Many of the new visitors tell us how much they appreciate that we took the time to call them and acknowledge 
them. The benefit of this ministry is the opportunity we have to let a person know that we care about them 
and let them know how much God loves them. We also have the opportunity to plant a seed, to help a soul that 
is searching or hurting, to share our testimonies of what God has done in our lives, or to just be a listener to 
someone who needs to talk. When I look around the church and see how many of the new visitors and new 
believers that have made Agape their home, I like to think that in some small way that is a result of this ministry. 
 
Q: When did this ministry start and how has it changed or grown throughout the years? 
A: The care team has been in existence as long as Agape Worship Center has been. Pastor always wants to let 
people know how important they are to him and how much he appreciates them coming to visit with us. 
 
Pastor recently started a fellowship get-together a couple of times a year where he invites new visitors to come 
to the Fellowship Hall after service for coffee and dessert.  This is so Pastor, Sister Pat and the leaders can meet 
and talk with the new parishioners in a relaxed atmosphere and get to know one another on a more personal 
level. The turnout each time has been great! 
 
We are also trying to get the youth involved in the Care Team. When a young person reaches out to another 
young person they can relate to each other in ways that we adults can't. 
 
Q: How are the Care Team members selected? 
A: Some of the qualities Rosie and I look for in potential Care Team members are people who are faithful and 
committed to the work of the Lord. We look for someone who has a heart to reach out to people and for 
someone who we know will be faithful in making the phone calls with a cheerful and humble heart. 
 
Q: Do you have any final thoughts about your vision for the Care Team? 
A: One of our visions for this ministry is that more men would get involved. More and more men are coming to 
the church and accepting the Lord and we need men to relate to them. We need men to step up to the plate and 
reach out to these men. Our vision for the Care Team is that through a word we may speak to someone, they will 
invite someone and our walls will bust out because we will not be able to contain all the new visitors that will be 
coming to Agape. 
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Announcements 
Let us rejoice with the following brothers and 

sisters as we announce: 

 
New Arrivals: 
 
Jason and Janine Esteves welcomed 
a baby girl into their family. 
Mariah Grace was born on  
October 29th weighing 8 lbs., 5 oz.  
and 19 ½ inches long.  
 
 
Baby Dedications: 
 
October 11th Orlando & Jessica Amador 
dedicated baby Makayla to the Lord. 
 
November 29th Domingo & Susanna Cruz 
dedicated Natasha & Xavier to the Lord. 
 
New Believers: 
 
28 people gave their lives to Christ in the last 
quarter of 2009.  Praise the Lord! 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Mark your calendarsé 
 

January : 
6th Prayer Service 

         13th Healing Service 
 
February: 
         10th Healing Service 
 
March: 
         20th & 21st Guest Speaker Joe Manno 
 
     

 

Our own Sister Rosie Perez has written a book!  It can be purchased at  

the Church Bookstore or online at http://www.authorhouse.com/bookstore/ 

 
A compelling, heart-felt story of the childhood struggles of a woman trying to find healing and 
closure from a shattered relationship with her father.  This delightful story not only depicts the 
search for healing and closure, but it also depicts the abuse and the domestic violence that had 
marked her life.  All awhile, triumphantly ending with two perfeɯʀɵɺɳ ʀɻʁɯɴɱɿ ͂ɾɱɿʀɻɾɭʀɵɻɺ̓ ɭɺɰ 
͂ɾɱɰɱɹɼʀɵɻɺ̓ - overall, superbly portraying it with a twist of fate, humor, and intrigue.  A sure  
remedy for what ails the soul! 
 
ǘɾɻɷɱɺɺɱɿɿ̲ ɴʁɾʀ̲ ɼɭɵɺ̲ ɭɺɰ ɿʁɲɲɱɾɵɺɳ ʃɵɸɸ ɯɻɹɱ ʀɻ ʁɿ ɭɸɸ ɵɺ ɻɺɱ ʃɭʅ ɻɾ ɭɺɻʀɴɱɾ̵  ǟʀ́ɿ ɾɱɭɸ ʀɻ ʀɴɱ  
ones who ɴɭʂɱ ɱʄɼɱɾɵɱɺɯɱɰ ɵʀ̵  ǟʀ́ɿ ɾɱɭɸ ʀɻ ʀɴɱ ɻɺɱɿ ʃɴɻ ɭɾɱ ɯɭɾɾʅɵɺɳ ɵʀ - harboring it.  Letting go of our 
hurts and ɲɻɾɳɵʂɵɺɳ ʀɴɻɿɱ ʃɴɻ ɴɭʂɱ ɴʁɾʀ ʁɿ ɵɿɺ́ʀ ɱɭɿʅ̵  ǣɻɾɱ ɿɻ̲ ʃɴɱɺ ʀɴɱ ɻɺɱɿ ʃɴo have done 
the hurting are the ɼɱɻɼɸɱ ʀɴɭʀ ʃɱ ɸɻʂɱ̲ ɹɭɷɵɺɳ ʀɴɱɿɱ ʃɻɾɰɿ̲ ͂Ǟʁrting people hurt other people, 
ɱɿɼɱɯɵɭɸɸʅ ʀɴɱ ɻɺɱɿ ʀɴɱʅ ɸɻʂɱ̲̓ so profound - so gripping! Thus, leading us to these questions:  
Is there really healing for the brokenhearted - ʀɴɱ ͂ʃɭɸɷɵɺɳ ʃɻʁɺɰɱɰ̓ ɻɲ ʀɴɵɿ ʃɻɾɸɰ̼  ǟɿ ʀɴɱɾɱ ɾɱɭɸɸʅ ͂ɮɱɭʁʀʅ ɲɻɾ ɭɿɴɱɿ̼̓  ǟ ɵɺʂɵʀɱ 
you to travel through ʀɴɱɿɱ ɾɵʂɱʀɵɺɳ ɼɭɳɱɿ ɭɺɰ ɱɹɮɾɭɯɱ ʀɴɱ ͂ɴɱɭɸɵɺɳ ɹɱɿɿɭɳɱ̓ ʀɴɭʀ ɵɿ ɿɼɾɵɺɳɵɺɳ forth with living waters. In the 
ɱɺɰ̲ ǟ́ɹ ɿʁɾɱ ʅɻʁ ʃɵɸɸ ɯɻɺɯɸʁɰɱ ʃɵʀɴ ʀɴɵɿ̴  Ǟɱɾ ɿʀɻɾʅ ɵɿ ʅɻʁɾ ɿʀɻɾʅ̹ 
 
ǜɻɾ Ǟɱ ɼɾɻɹɵɿɱɰ ʀɻ ɳɵʂɱ ʁɿ̲ ͂ɮɱɭʁʀʅ ɲɻɾ ɭɿɴɱɿ̲ ʀɴɱ ɻɵɸ ɻɲ ɶɻʅ ɲɻɾ ɹɻʁɾɺɵɺɳ̲ ɭɺɰ ʀɴɱ ɳɭɾɹɱɺʀ ɻɲ ɼɾɭɵɿɱ ɲɻɾ ʀɴɱ ɿɼɵɾɵʀ ɻɲ ɴɱɭʂɵɺɱɿɿ̵̓  
(Isaiah 61:3 NKJV) 
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Childrenôs Sunday School: 
9:00 am to 9:45 am 

 
Childrenôs Church: 

Sunday: 10:00 am to 12:00 pm 

Wednesday: 7:30 pm to 9:00pm 

Our Childrenôs Church ministry brought 2009 to a close with a 
touching presentation of ñA Lesson Learned.ò  In this modern 
tale of the birth of Jesus, a classroom of children are taught the 
true meaning of Christmas.  
 
Special thanks to the cast and crew for their hard work and 
dedicationéé 

Cast 

Teacher Oneéééééééé...............Zechariah Ogunmuyiwa  

Teacher Twoéééééééé...............é..é..Daniel Guevara 

Mattéééééééééé.........................éGaetano Ricciardi  

Boy Oneé...éééééé....................éééé.Brandon Peart 

Boy Twoééééééé..................é. Emmanuel Ogunmuyiwa 

Girl Oneéééééé.................................éé.Genna Ricciardi 

Girl Twoéééééé............éééé..éé...Bernice Luciano  

Baby Jesusééééé......ééééé...ééé.. Mariah Esteves 

Josephééééééééé............ééééé.é.Luis Hertado 

Maryéééééééé.......................éééé..éNatalia Cruz 

Shepherd Boyééééééééé...ééé...Gaetano Ricciardi 

Wise Man One ééééééééééé...Emmanuel Ogunmuyiwa 

Wise Man TwoééééééééééééChristopher Hurtado 

Wise Man Threeéé.éééééééééééCaesar Hurtado 

DonkeyééééééééééééééééééMilena Farro 

Sheepééééééééééééééééé...Elizabeth Peart 

Staréééééééééééééééééé.éAndrew Belen  

 

Angel Dancers 

 

Esther Joy Boyle, Brianna Belen, Raven Cardone,                  

Kayla Chinchilla, Milena Farro, Mercedes Gonzalez,  

Ashley Guevara, Sarah Ogunmuyiwa, Gabriella Ramirez 

 

 

Childrenôs Church Directorséééé.......é....é.Joselin Medina 

                                                                                         Kim Farro 

                                                                                  Sonia Cardona 

Sound Technicianééé...é.ééééééé..éé.Uziel Perez 

Set Designersééééé......................ééé..éJoselin Medina 

                                                                                         Kim Farro 

                                                                                  Sonia Cardona 

                                                                                    Susanna Cruz 

                                                                                   Domingo Cruz 

                                                                                        Uziel Perez 

Dance Choreographyéééééé..............éééé..Lee Smith 

                                                                                  

Music Coordinatorsé...ééé.............éé..ééJoselin Medina 

                                                                                         Kim Farro  

                                                                                          Rick Lugo 

                                                                               Anthony Seggara 

Costume Coordinator..ééééééé.....éééé....Kim Farro 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

  
 

 

 
 If God whispered to you in the breeze, 

Would you bow down and fall to your knees? 
If God called your name from the mountain top, 
Would you continue walking or would you stop? 

 
If God spoke a word of advice through your friend, 

Would you understand the message He was trying to send? 
Sometimes we choose to ignore 

The fact that God is knocking on our door. 
 

Uc bml¬r u_lr rm jcr Fgk gl* 
We are trying to hide our sin. 

Bml¬r wms ilmu rf_r Emb qccq wmsp qgl= 
And He sees the secrets you keep hidden within. 

 
He offers His forgiveness but will you accept? 

Fc¬s the one that watches over you all those nights you slept. 
Fc¬q rfc mlc rf_r fcjb wmsp f_lb ufcl wms ucpc _dp_gb* 

He was the one that smiled at the picture you made. 
 

Fc¬q rfc mlc rf_r fcjb wmsp f_lb* 
Fc¬q rfc mlc rf_r icnr wmsp dpmk qgligle q_lb, 

Fc¬q rfe one that handed you the tissue when you cried, 
?lb Fc¬q rfc mlc rf_r fsle ml rfc apmqq dmp wms _lb bgcb, 

 
Yes He is the one that you are afraid to face, 

He is the one full of Mercy and Grace. 
Gr¬q mi rm mncl wmsp cwcq _lb p_gqc wmsp fc_b* 
Gr¬q mi rm `cjgeve in all the promises He said. 

 
Gr¬q mi rm pcnclr _lb `c qcr dpcc* 
Gr¬q mi rm `c _jj Fc u_lrq wms rm `c, 

God is your loving father and extends His hands to all who come, 
Gr bmcql¬r k_rrcp ufcpc wms¬pc amkgle dpmk 

 
Just make sure to open your arms wide, 

Allow Him to live inside. 
Close your eyes and say a prayer, 

Imagine He is standing there. 
 

Allow Him to cradle you in His loving arms, 
To keep you safe from all harm. 

Do this everyday, 
Qm rfc djcqf uml¬r f_tc grq u_w, 

 
And to keep the enemy away. 

If you ever feel lost just stop for a minute and look above, 
God is there pouring out His love. 

 

 

a poem by Sister Gina Rodriguez 



 

  
 

 

 

 

 

Jesus told his followers to preach the Gospel to people all over the world. In 
the bible we find many verses that can help us understand the need for 
evangelism, as well as help us in carrying out the responsibility and privilege 
of telling people about Jesus Christ. 
 

Who should we evangelize to?  

Who should we evangelize to? In the Gospel of Mathew, Mark, Luke and 
John show they are very much in agreement as to who we should inform 
about Jesus Christ: 

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, - Matthew 28:19 
 
He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all 
creation. Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does 
not believe will be condemned. - Mark 16:15-16 
 
and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all 
nations, beginning at Jerusalem. - Luke 24:47 
 
For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to 
save the world through him.  - John 3:17 

Each of the verses above tell us that we are not limited as to who we ca n 
evangelize to. In Matthew 28:19 and Luke 24:47, for example, there are 
references to "all nations." In Mark 16:15 -16, Jesus' followers are told to 
evangelize to "all creation." And, John 3:17 mentions the word "world" on 
three occasions. The four Gospels are unanimous: We can and should 
evangelize to everyone, everywhere. 
 

What can we say?  

What can we tell people when we evangelize? What should we say? One way 
to evangelize is to tell people that we all are in need of salvation and that 
Jesus is the salvation that we need.  

All of us are in need of salvation  

for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God  - Romans 3:23 
 
... your iniquities have separated you from your God ...  - Isaiah 59:2a 
 
For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eter nal life in Christ Jesus 
our Lord. - Romans 6:23 

Salvation is found in Jesus  

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. ... Whoever believes in 
him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned 
already because he has not believed in the name of God's one and only Son. 
- John 3:16,18 

Jesus is the only means of salvation  

It is by the name of Jesus Christ ... Salvation is found in no one else, for 
there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be 
saved. - Acts 4:10,12 
 

 

 

 

When should we evangelize?  

The Bible says that we should always be prepared: 

But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an 
answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the  hope that you 
have. But do this with gentleness and respect, - 1 Peter 3:15 

Imagine if you went to a job interview and were caught off guard by a 
question such as "why should we hire you?" Imagine if you had to fum ble for 
an answer. You might be inclined to think that that you weren't going to get 
the job.  
 
More than likely, though, you would consider it wise to prepare in advance 
for a job interview, to have a polished resume explaining the benefits of 
hiring you, and to have well-rehearsed answers for the basic questions that 
are likely to be asked during a job interview.  
 
With this in mind, ask yourself if you believe it would be appropriate to 
prepare in advance some basic answers to some basic questions, such as 
"What is the reason for your hope?" or "Why are you a Christian?" or "Why 
do you believe in Jesus?" 
 

Where should we evangelize?  

The Bible provides some colorful and detailed examples of evangelizing in a 
variety of places. 
 
In Acts 16, for example, Paul and Silas are thrown into prison. But they don't 
let that stop them from evangelizing. In John 4:1 -42, Jesus is in Samaria 
where there is a great deal of tension between Jews and Samaritans. But 
that doesn't prevent him from evangelizing to a Samaritan wom an. The bible 
lets us know that any place can be a good place for evangelism. 

Why should we evangelize?  

In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the 
dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge : 
Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke 
and encourageðwith great patience and careful instruction.  - 2 Timothy 4:1 -
2 

Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the 
prophet. "Do you understand what  you are reading?" Philip asked. "How can 
I," he said, "unless someone explains it to me?" So he invited Philip to come 
up and sit with him.  - Acts 8:30-31 
 
How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can 
they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they 
hear without someone preaching to them? - Romans 10:14 
 
Again Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am 
sending you." - John 20:21 
 
Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life . No one comes to 
the Father except through me.  - John 14:6 
 
I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the 
salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.  - 
Romans 1:16 
 
That if you confess with your mo uth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your 
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  - Romans 10:9 
 

 

 

by Jissely Soto 



 

  
 

 

  
 

 

Ron & Linda Vassallo  

Hello Agape Readers! 

Let us tell you a little about ourselves.  To start, my 
uncle Paulie introduced me to my husband Ronnie and 
I have to say it was not love at first sight!  Although he 
asked me to be his date for church, I told him not to talk 
to me.  At second sight we fell in love. 

Ron had been saved and going to Agape for a few years 
already so he started to pick me up and take me along 
with him.  I knew right away this was the right church 
for me.  I felt warmth and comfort here.  I had been in 
NJ for one year and needed to get back into church.  
God provided Ron for me to do that.  

I came to the Lord in 1999 at Calvary Chapel while 
living in Arizona.  I lived out there for 13 years with my 
only d aughter Eden who I raised on my own after her 
father died.  She is now 21.  Ron and I have had some 
kind of lives before we came to the Lord ð we have 
many a war story but Iõll give you a glance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ron was a boxeréóRockinõ Ronó they called him.  He 
was also a full contact Karate fighter and then became a 
restaurant/bar owner.  I was a street singer/musician at 
the age of 15 in New York City where I started a crazy 
journey into the music of the world.  

 

  I was in many bands and especially good at singing 
three to four part harmony with our guitar case open 
for money.  But there is nothing the world could offer 
me and there is nothing better than to use the gifts 
God has given me for His glory!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After attending Agape for a while I joined the 
Worship Team and I now sing in the church group 
One Accord.  Also, Ron is a member of the Care Team 
which allows him to reaches out to visito rs.  I have 
many musical visions for Agape  that the Lord has laid 
upon my heart and I look forward to seeing them 
through.  

Agape is our family and spiritual home.  We love our 
pastors and pray that the Holy Spirit will continue to 
anoint them with the Word of God to keep us 
grounded.  We look forw ard to many years of service 
and worship to our Lord and Savior at Agape.  
Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

Sis. Linda & Bro. Ron Vassallo 



 

  
 

 

1. Luis Hurtado 
2. Michelle Hurtado 
3. Cesar Hurtado 
4. Wendy Martinez 
5. Eric Fernandez 
6. Esperanza Fernandez 
7. Lisandra Segarra 
8. Carlos Galan 
9. Maritza Feliciano 
10. Alex Ramirez 
11. Sarah Ogunmuyiwa 
12. Andrew Berkery 
13. Stephanie Belen 
14. Domingo Cruz 
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Is This Heaven? 
 

A man and his dog were walking along a road. The man was enjoying the scenery, when it suddenly occurred to him that he 
was dead. He remembered dying, and that the dog walking beside him had been dead for 
years. He wondered where the road was leading them. 
 
After a while, they came to a high, white stone wall along one side of the road. It looked like fine marble. At the top of a long 
hill, it was broken by a tall arch that glowed in the sunlight. 
 
When he was standing before it he saw a magnificent gate in the arch that looked like mother-of-pearl, and the street that led 
to the gate looked like pure gold. He and the dog walked toward the gate, and as he got closer, he 
saw a man at a desk to one side. 
 
When he was close enough, he called out, "Excuse me, where are we?" 
 
"This is Heaven, sir," the man answered. 
 
"Wow! Would you happen to have some water?" the man asked. 
 
"Of course, sir. Come right in, and I'll have some ice water brought right up." 
 
The man gestured, and the gate began to open. 
 
"Can my friend," gesturing toward his dog, "come in, too?" the traveler asked. 
 
"I'm sorry, sir, but we don't accept pets." 
 
The man thought a moment and then turned back toward the road and continued the way he had been going with his dog. 
 
After another long walk, and at the top of another long hill, he came to a dirt road leading through a farm gate that looked as 
if it had never been closed. There was no fence. 
 
As he approached the gate, he saw a man inside, leaning against a tree and reading a book. 
 
"Excuse me!" he called to the man. "Do you have any water?" 
 
"Yeah, sure, there's a pump over there, come on in." 
 
"How about my friend here?" the traveler gestured to the dog. 
 
"There should be a bowl by the pump." 
 
They went through the gate, and sure enough, there was an old-fashioned hand pump with a bowl beside it. 
 
The traveler filled the water bowl and took a long drink himself, then he gave some to the dog. 
 
When they were full, he and the dog walked back toward the man who was standing by the tree. 
 
"What do you call this place?" the traveler asked. 
 
"This is Heaven," he answered. 
 
"Well, that's confusing," the traveler said. "The man down the road said that was Heaven, too." 
 
"Oh, you mean the place with the gold street and pearly gates? Nope. That's hell." 
 
"Doesn't it make you mad for them to use your name like that?" 
 
"No, we're just happy that they screen out the folks who would leave their best friends behind." 
 

Tell someone about Jesus TODAY! 



 

  
 

 

 

 

 

If you are interested in advertising 
your business in the Agape Messenger, 

please see Sis.. Susan Randall  



 

  
 

 




