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When we read the Parable of the Prodigal Son in Luke 

15:11-32, our eyes are always focused on the one who went 

astray.  But, as we read onéthe Parable tells of a father with 

two sons. 

 

As the story goes, the younger son decides that he wants his 

share of the inheritance because he wants to go out into the 

world where he thinks the grass is greener and the life is so 

much better. 

 

What a heartbreak it must have been for the father when his 

son came to him and told him he wanted to leave home.  

Here was man of some type of wealth, so this boy must have 

lived in a nice home, a home where there was everything that 

anyone could want ï love, joy, comfort.  But this young boy 

decides he doesnôt like living at home any more.  He doesnôt 

want the discipline, he wants to stretch his wings and fly. 

 

Iôm sure the father was brokenhearted, but he gave this 

young boy everything he wanted, not because he worked for 

it, not because he deserved it, he gave it to him because he 

was a very generous father.  He gave him his inheritance 

because he needed the money in order to live.  At home he 

didnôt have to worry about a thing, the provision was always 

there.  His father provided him with all these things. 

 

As the story proceeds, we how this young boy goes out óinto 

the worldô, out from under the covering of his father, and 

within a very short time, we find that he has squandered his 

inheritance on the ófoolish things of the worldô.  He was 

living a reckless, sinful life!  Here was a boy who came from 

a Godly home that was filled with love and caring ï out into 

a world filled with ófair-weatherô friends.  We can assume 

that he had many friends while he had his riches, but where 

were they now that he had nothing?  It is obvious that they 

all turned their backs on him. 

 

As the story goes, we see how lowly his life became because 

he wound up eating with the pigs.  He hit the lowest point 

of his life before he came to his senses and decided to go 

back home and apologize to his father.  He wasnôt even 

looking to be a son again, he would have been happy to come 

back as a servant in his fatherôs house. 

 

In verse 20 we read that while he was in the far distance his 

father saw him.  I can just see the father standing the hill 

every day since his son left, just watching , praying, and 

waiting for him to come home.  Why did he do this?  

Because he trusted God!  Vs. 20 continues saying that when 

he saw him in the far distance he ran to him and fell on his 

neck and kissed him. He was filled with joy!  who He 

immediately ordered his servants to bring this boy a robe, 

shoes, and a ring to be put on his hand.  The father is saying 

ñYou are my son; a son is a son forever.ò   
 

 

Letôs take a moment to reflect on this story so far.  The father 

could have very well gone out looking for his son, but he 

didnôt.  He chose to stay home and pray.  After all, he was a 

Godly man and there is no doubt in my mind that he did pray 

for the safe return of his son, otherwise he would not have 

been watching and waiting for him to return.  This boy was 

lost out in the world because of his own choice, his own 

willfulnessô. His father had to wait until that will was 

broken and submissive, just like our father God waits for 

our will to be broken.  It was a joyous day of celebration!  

They were going to kill the fatted calf and have a feast 

because his son who was once lost had now been found! 

 

Unfortunatelyéthere is another prodigal son in this story (vs. 

25-28).  When the elder son heard the music and dancing, he 

asked one of the servants what was going on.  When he heard 

his younger brother had come home, instead of being joyous 

and celebrating, he got angry and would not join in the 

celebration.  The spirit of jealousy arose from within him.  He 

was angry because he was obedient to his father, he never 

gave him a bit of trouble, and his father never killed the fatted 

calf  and had a feast for him so he and his friends could have a 

party.  By refusing to join in the celebration of the return of 

his brother, he was just as much a sinner as him, because he 

was out of fellowship with his father. 

 

There were two types of sin portrayed in this parable.  The 

younger son represents the outward sin which everyone saw 

(just like the publicans and sinners). The older son represents 

sins of the spirit (just like the Scribes and Pharisees).  They 

were always accusing other people of their sins but they 

themselves were sinning inwardly with their criticism of 

others, their pride and their unwillingness to forgive.  This 

older son though he was better than his brother because he did 

not sin.  But, by refusing to come in and fellowship with his 

father and brother, he disrespected them.  He is the one who 

now needed to repent and seek forgiveness. 

 

What is the parable showing us?  If you are a son/daughter 

who went away to a far country (out into the world), you can 

come back to Father God by confessing your sins to Him.  Or, 

if you are like the elder son/daughter who canôt rejoice over 

the return of your brother/sister who has returned to the fold, 

then you are out of fellowship with Father God because you 

have no love for your brother.  You are just as much a sinner 

and you to ask God to forgive you. 

 

A word of encouragement to those parents who have prodigal 

sons and/or daughters who have gone astray.  Donôt give up!  

Keep on praying!  Keep on looking and watching for their 

return!  God gave us a promise that our family would b e 

saved, and Godôs Word does not come back void! 

 

by Sister Pat Ventola, Co-Pastor 



 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Behind every honorable man there is a wise woman (right , sister Pat?).   And behind every leader and 

successful endeavor there is a dedicated team. Such is the case with the Agape Messenger, lead by Pastor 

Anthony and Sister Pat and coordinated by Sister Joselin Guevara.  In this feature Sister Joselin helps us 

learn more about this hardworking team. 

 

Q. Sister Joselin, since you have been with the newsletter team from the start, can you tell us more about 

how it all began? 

 

A. Well, I have to say that the Agape Messenger began before I became part of the Agape family in 1999.  

The team consisted of Sister Pat and Sister Andrea DiBenedetto.  It wasnôt until early 2007 that I, together 

with Sister Susan Randall, became involved.   

 

Since then we have been continuously working on communicating with the church body and the outside 

readers how the Lord continues to bless and use His people.  

 

It has been a pleasure for me to see how we have grown and expanded, not only in team members but also 

in our manners of communicating our message. 

 

Q. Would you introduce us to the team? 

 

A.  Sure.  First we have Janine who is a feature writer, proofreader and final draft editor.  Second we have 

Teri who is in charge of Testimonies and the Ministry in Action page. Next we have Sylvia, who handles 

church and community announcements. Then we have Susan, who assists us with research and 

advertising.  And our newest member is Jissely, who is in charge of the business directory and the 

bookstore page. 

 

However , since we are all great communicators why donôt I let them introduce themselves and tell the 

readers more about what they do for the newsletter and how they feel the newsletter blesses the church 

body. 

The Dream Team: from left Jissely Cepeda,  Joselin Guevara, Teri Nelson, 

Susan Randall, Janine Esteves, Sylvia Santana 



 

  
 

 

I am privileged to be a part of the Newsletter Ministry.  I believe it is a great encouragement to those 

in the local body of Christ as well as an outreach to those who do not know Jesus yet.   

My small contribution lies in the areas of the Ministry in Action and the Testimony Page.  The 

Ministry in Action portion is very important, I believe, because so many people in the church are not 

aware of all the various ministries that are existent in the church.  This portion of the newsletter 

highlights the purpose behind the ministry and exactly what the ministry does to impact the body.  My 

hope is that it encourages those who are not yet in ministry to join one.  The testimony section of the 

Newsletter is a vital portion as it is used to encourage the church and those outside of the church that 

God is no respecter of persons and if He did it for one person, Heôll do it for you too.  The testimonies 

that come through the newsletter are touching and they are a blessing to all who read them.  God is a 

great God and the testimonies remind us of what He can do.                                       ï Sis. Teri Nelson 

Iôve been part of the Newsletter Team since the first edition came out.  Sister Joselin approached me and 

asked if I would join and be responsible for the announcement portion of the newsletter.  I gladly said yes.  

Itôs been over a year now since Iôve joined the team.  I love to get together with the team to brainstorm and 

bring ideas to the table. We have so much fun in the process.  The ladies that are part of this newsletter team 

are truly talented.   Weôre each responsible for a certain portion of the newsletter and when itôs finally 

completed and you see the end result, itôs rewarding.  It truly is a collective effort.  Each edition is better than 

the last and itôs exciting to be part of such gifted and talented group of ladies.  I think that if our main focus 

continues to be to bring honor and glory to the Lord through the Agape Messenger Newsletter the potential of 

this newsletter evolving to something greater is indeed doable.  After all, we have an exceptional team and 

we serve an awesome and mighty God.  The possibilities are endless.                               ï Sis. Sylvia Santana 

 

I joined the Newsletter Team in the beginning of 2007 after Sister Joselin asked me to help out with some 

features.  Slowly I began to take on assignments and my responsibilities grew.  The features that I 

regularly report on are Childrenôs Church and Sold Out Youth Group.  The main goal of these pages is to 

inform the church of what has been going on in Childrenôs Church and Youth and to announce any 

upcoming events, all while keeping the page fun and exciting.  My main priority is to proofread and 

submit the final draft for approval.  We always keep in mind that the Agape Messenger is a publication 

that represents Agape Worship Center, itôs pastors and itôs sheep, so itôs important that we make sure 

everything is in order and done correctly before we print the final copy.   I am honored to work beside 

such fun and talented ladies.  We truly have a great time working together and we enjoy seeing the fruits 

of our labor once the final issue is printed.  My prayer is that this newsletter will not just be a source of 

information, but also a source of hope and encouragement.  I know that with each issue it gets better, and I 

look forward to seeing what God is going to do in 2009.                                               ï Sis. Janine Esteves 

I just recently joined the newsletter team; I am truly blessed to be surrounded by such wonderful 

and anointed people who find a way to bring forth the news and events as well as the testimonies of 

people whose lives have been touched by God. My duties as a ministry and team member to the 

newsletter entail reporting what sales are taking place in our Inspirations Book and Gift Store and 

also taking pictures of certain items to show what great gifts can be given as a blessing to someone. 

Another partial duty includes finding out about any companies in which our church members may 

own or services provided by our parishioners and create a directory. This directory can then 

provide the references and or contact information of these companies and services to those who 

request them. I am inspired by the word of the Lord delivered through our pastors and leaders.  I 

pray our efforts help touch the people who view our church services and read our newsletters, so 

that they will continue to know the joy of the Lord.                                            ï Sis. Jissely Cepeda 

 

I was very privileged when Sister Joselin approached me and said  that Sister Pat 

would like to know if I would be interested in joining the Newsletter Ministry,  

Needless to say I proudly accepted.   My job is to get advertisers for the newsletter 

which is quite rewarding as this becomes a wealth of information for everyone and 

great networking for the entrepreneurs of Agape.                           ï Sis. Susan Randall 
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