| 4

=
(S
-
s

&
Q

(é\

e Y
<ope aft s

Inside this Issue

Editorial
The Prodigal Son'i A Story of
Forgiveness

Ministry Spotlight
The Newsletter Team

Around the Church
Announcements

Childrenés Churcl
2008 Christmas Play

Sold Out Youth
Upcoming Events: BattleCry 2009

Inspirations Book & Gift Store
Featured ltems

Ministry In Action
Video & Tape Run Ministry

Getting To Know You
The Baez Family

Special Feature
A Firm Foundation

Variety Page
KidséCorner

News from the Pulpit
Pastor& Award Ceremony

Ministries We Support
Solid Rock Ministries

Think About It é

Sponsor 6s Ads

Agape Messenge

October/November/December 2008 Issue

Agape Worship Center Newsletter
37 West Street ~ Bloomfield, NJ 07003 ~ Tel: 973-429-1100 ~ Fax: 973-429-7173
Email: agapeworshipctr@aol.com
On the web: www.agapeworshipcenter.com

Pastor: Rev. Anthony S. Ventola E Co-Pastor & Editor: Rev. Patricia Ventola

| SR


http://www.agapeworshipcenter.com/

The Prodigal Son - A Story of Forgiveness

by Siser Pat VentolaCo-Pastor

When we read the Parable of the Prodigal Son in Luke
15:1132, oureyes are always focused on the one who we
astray. But, as we read ¢
two sons.

As the story goes, the younger son decides that he wants
share of the inheritance because he wants to go out into 1
world where hehinks the grass is greener and the life is s
much better.

What a heartbreak it must have been for the father when
son came to him and told him he wanted to leave home.
Here was man of some type of wealth, so this boy must h
lived in a nice homea home where there was everything tt
anyone could warit love, joy, comfort. But this young boy
decides he doesnodét | ike |i
want the discipline, he wants to stretch his wings and fly.

|l 6m sure t he f td, buehe gaweahis b r
young boy everything he wanted, not because he worked
it, not because he deserved it, he gave it to him because
was a very generous father. He gave him his inheritance
because he needed the money in order to live. At home |
di dndét have to worry -about
there. His father provided him with all these things.

As the story proceeds, we
the worl dé, out from under
within a very shortime, we find that he has squandered hi
inheritance on the o6fooli:s
living a reckless, sinful life! Here was a boy who came frc
a Godly home that was filled with love and caringut into

a worl d f i-wd aetdheads.dWe cad &saume
that he had many friends while he had his riches, but whe
were they now that he had nothing? It is obvious that the
all turned their backs on him.

As the story goes, we see how lowly his life became beca
he wound up eatingith the pigs.He hit the lowest point
of his life before he came to his sensagsd decided to go
back. home and apol ogize t«
looking to be a son again, he would have been happy to ¢
back as a servant in his f

In verse 20 we read that while he was in the far distance |
father saw him. | can just see the father standing the hill
every day since his son left, just watching , praying, and
waiting for him to come home. Why did he do this?
Because he trusted God's. 20 continues saying that wher
he saw him in the far distance he ran to him and fell on hi
neck and-kissed him. He was filled with joy! who He
immediately ordered his servants to bring this boy a robe,
shoes, and a ring to be put on his hand. faitreer is saying
iYou are my son; a son i s

Letbs take a moment to ref
could have very well gone out looking for his souat he

di dnot . He chose to stay
Godly man and there is no doubt in my mind that he did pr
for the safe return of his son, otherwise he would not have
been watching and waiting for him to return. This boy was
lost outin the worldbecause of his own choice, hswvn

wi | | f WHis fathes lsad to wait until that will was
broken and submissive, just like our father God waits for
our will to be broken. It was a joyous day of celebration!
They were going to kill the fagtl calf and have a feast
becausdis son who was once lost had now been found!

Unfortunatelyéthere is ano
25-28). When the elder son heard the music and dancing,
asked one of the servants what was going on. Whéedrel
his younger brother had come home, instead of being joyo
and celebrating, he got angry and would not join in the
celebration. The spirit of jealousy arose from within him. t
was angry because he was obedient to his father, he neve
gave him a b of trouble, and his father never killed the fatte
calf and had a feast for him so he and his friends could ha
party. By refusing to join in the celebration of the return of
his brotherhe was just as much a sinneas him, because he
was out of éllowship with his father.

There werdwo types of sin portrayedin this parable. The
younger somepresents the outwardsin which everyone saw
(just like the publicans and sinners). The olderrepmesents
sins of the spirit(just like the Scribes arféharisees). They
were always accusing other people of their sins but they
themselves were sinning inwardly with their criticism of
others, their pride and their unwillingness to forgive. This
older son though he was better than his brother because h
not sin. But, by refusing to come in and fellowship with his
fatherand brother, he disrespected them. He is the one wt
now needed to repent and seek forgiveness.

What is the parable showing us? If you are a son/daughte
who went away to a far cougt(out into the world), you can
come back to Father God by confessing your sins to Him.
if you are |ike the el der
the return of your brother/sister who has returned to the fol
then you are out of fellowship withakher God because you
have no love for your brother. You are just as much a sinr
and you to ask God to forgive you.

A word of encouragement to those parents who have prod
sons and/or daughters who have gone astBag.n 6t g i
Keep on praying! Keep on looking and watching for their
return! God gave us a promise that our family would b e
saved, and Godoés Word does



Ministry Spotlight:
The Newsletter Team

Behind every honaable man there is a wise womairfright, sister Paf?). And behind every leader and
successful endeavor there is a dedicated team. Such is theecaith the AgapeMessenger]ead by Pastor
Anthony and Sister Pat and coordinated by Sister Joselin Guevardn this feature Sister Joselin helps us
learn more about this hardworking team.

Q. Sister Joselin, since you have been with the newsletter team from the start, can you tellmore about
how it all began?

A. Well, I have to say that the Agapéviessengerbegan before | became part of the Agape family in 1999.
The team consisted of Sister Pat and Sister AndreaiBe nedet t o. 't wasnodot ur
with Sister Susan Randall, became invole

Since then we have been continuously working on communicating with the church body and the outside
readers how the Lordcontinues to bless and use His people.

It has been a pleasure for me to see how we have growrdaexpanded, not only in team members but also
in our manners of communicating our message.

Q. Would you introduce us to the team?

A. Sure. Hrst we have Janine who is a feature writer, proofreadeand final draft editor. Second we have
Teri who is in charge of Testimonies andhe Ministry in Action page Next we have Sylvia, whdandles
church and community announcements. Then we have Susan, who assistsvith research and
advertising. And our newest membeiis Jissely, who is in charge of the businegirectory andthe
bookstore page

However, since we are all g r ¢latthencimrodone themsevesnd tall they h y
readers more aboutwhat they do for the newsletterand how they feel the newsletter blesses trehurch
body.

TheDream Team: from left Jissely CepedboselinGuevara Teri Nelson,
SusarRandall JanineEsteves SylviaSantana



| am privileged to be a part of the Newsletter Ministry. | believe it is a greatiexg®mment to those
in the local body of Christ as well as an outreach to those who do not know Jesus yet.

My small contribution lies in the areas of the Ministry in Action and the Testimony Page. The
Ministry in Action portion is very important, | belie, because so many people in the church are n
aware of all the various ministries that are existent in the church. This portionnefitkketter
highlightsthe purpose behind the ministry and exactly what the ministry does to impact the body
hopeis that it encourages those who are not yet in ministry to join one. The testimony section o
Newsletter is a vital portion as it is used to encourage the church and those outside of the churc

God is no respecter of persons and if He did ibfere per s on, Hedl | do i
that come through theewsletter are touching arldey area blessing to all who read them. God is a
great God and the testimonies remind us of what He can do T Sis. Teri Nelson

|l 6ve been part of (thdfieteditiervcanie eut. tSestdoselireapproachaed me and
asked if I would ¢in and be responsible for thereouncement portion of theewsletter. | gladly said yes.
ltds been over a vy eteam hlavemo getitagathertvithé tean tq boainstoemdand
bring ideas to the table. We have so much fun in the process. The ladies that are partwbtbiter team
are truly talented. Wedre eawdl etetspronand]l wh
compleed and you see the end result, itédés reward
the I ast and itds exciting to be part of such
continues to be to bring honand glory to the Lord through the Agape Messenger Newsletter the potént
this rewsletter evolving to something greater is indeed doable. Aftavehave anxxeptional team and
we serve amwesome and mighty God. The possibilibes endless T Sis. Sylvia Santana

| joined the Newsletter Team in the beginning of 2007 after Sister Joselin asked me to help out witt
features. Slowly | began to take on assignment my responsibilities grew. The features that |
regul arl y r ep sC€hurcheandold Ow YoGt Groug. rTeenmain goal of these pages is
inform the church of what has been going on
upcaning events, all while keeping the page fun and exciting. My main priority is to proofread and
submit the final draft for approval. We always keep in mind that the Agape Messenger is a publica
that represents Agape Wby shihvgeé [C@& nd ie memaketsdas t p
everything is in order andonecorrectly before we print the final copyl. am honored to work beside
such fun and talented ladies. We truly have a great time working together and we enjoy seeing the
of our laboronce the final issue is printedVy prayer is that this newsletter wilbt just be a source of
information, but also a source of hope and encouragenhdmibw that with each issue it gets better, an
look forward to seeing what God isigg to do in 2009. I Sis. Janine Esteves

| just recently joined the newsletter team; | am truly blessed to be surrounded by such wonde
and anointed people who find a way to bring forth the news and events as well as the testim
people whose lives have be@uched by God. My duties as a ministry and team member to thi
newsletter entail reporting what sales are taking place ilngpirations Book and Gift Stoend
also taking pictures of certain items to show what grdts gan be given as a blessiiogsomeone.
Another partial duty includes finding out about any companies in which our church members
own or services provided by our parishioners and create a directory. This directory can then
provide the references and or contact information of thesganies and services to those who
request them. | am inspired by the word of the Lord delivered through our pastors and leade!
pray our efforts help touch the people who view our church services and read our newsletter
that they will continue t&now the joy of the Lord. I Sis. Jissely Ceped:

| was very privileged when Sistd@oselin approachede and saidthat SisteiPat
would like to know if | would be interested in joining the Newsletter Ministry,
Needless to say | proudly accepted. My job is to get advertisers for the newslett
which is quite rewarding as this becomes a wealth of information for everyone an
great networking for the entrepreneurs of Agape. I Sis. Susan Randall




First Two Rows PastorAppreciation Day Third Row Heart to Heart & Men of Vision Bowling Tournament

Fourth Row Guest SpeakelRastor Dan Schafé& Rev. Jim Cernero Last Rowhurch Christmas Party



