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by Bro. Roger Soto 

 

 

Isaiah 9:6 ®For to us a child is born, to us a 
son is given, and the government will be on 
his shoulders and he will be called wonderful 
counselor, mighty God, everlasting Father, 
prince of peace.̄ 
 
Jesus, our Lord, was born in such a time of 
celebration.  We recognize and we rejoice of 
His love for us. As God gave His son for us to 
live, we bless each other with the gifts of 
giving, through prayer, through love, through 
gifts such as Shadrach, Meshach & Abednego 
did as a sign of offering and worship unto 
Jesus. 
 
We were created to give Him honor and 
worship Him He created us in His image.  We 
are indebted to Him for He gave His life so 
that we would have ours. If a family member 
or friend, a bank or association lends us money 
for whatever the cause or need, we show them 
appreciation and gratitude and we are thankful 
for their gestures or favor. So shall we do the 
same for our heavenly father, show the same 
and even more appreciation. 
 
Ingm 2905 ®Enq Fnc rn knudd the world that 
He gave His one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in Him shall not perish but have 
dsdqm`k khed-¯  
 
Many cultures show acts of kindness by often 
giving gifts, recognizing accomplishments and 
in many other ways. Such act is found in 
worship, as we look forward to this new year, 
we look forward to a greater relationship with 
Christ. 
 

As others give gifts, we shall offer our greatest 
assets, the most valuable one available to us: 
TIME, which seems to be diminishing slowly, 
daily. This is one of our greatest forms of 
worship that we can offer onto God. Spend 
time in prayer, seeking God & seeking his face.  
By doing so we could reach a whole new level 
in H is grace.  
 
Let us celebrate; a risen King, our heavenly 
Father, our Savior. Let us worship together and 
look forward to what God has in store for the 
body, in a time when such moments that at 
once were held dear, that were more personal, 
when technology didn't take up the time that 
we should value. Take a second, take a breath, 
take a simple break and realize what is in our 
lives that Christ would find worshipping or 
honoring unto Him. Simply ask, ®Vg`s vntkc 
xnt g`ud ld cn+ Knqc>¯ 
 



 

  
 

 

Headed by Eddie & Jennifer Rodriguez 

Bro. Eddie & Sis. Jennifer Rodriguez 

Ministry Spotlight: 

Youth Sunday 

School  
 

 

 

Q. What is the purpose of the ministry and 

how does it benefit the church and its 

parishioners? 

 

Agapeôs Youth Sunday School ministry is 

designed to provide todayôs youth with a fun, 

accepting atmosphere that allows the youth to 

have discussions about what is important to 

them. Together we discuss current topics and 

always see what The Bible has to say about the 

issue at hand.  We implement the importance of 

having an intimate relationship with Jesus 

Christ, so that when it comes time to make a 

life altering decision, they can seek guidance 

from above. 

 

We bring the stories of the Bible to life by 

using small skits and props as visual aides to 

promote understanding and a lasting impact. 

Our goal is for the youth to learn to accept 

Godôs love for them, love Him back and love 

those around them. 

 

The church benefits from this ministry because 

the youth we teach today are the adults that will 

be leading tomorrow. It is imperative that we 

build a strong foundation in our youth today. 

The Word clearly states, ñtrain a child in the 

way he should go, and when he is old he will 

not turn from it.ò 

 

 

 

Q. When did the ministry begin and what 

was the need for it? 

 

This ministry is fairly new; it began in 

September 2010 along with the school year. In 

school, the youth are bombarded with different 

Godless ideas that can affect their faith. Along 

with youth group on Friday, Sunday school 

helps the youth combat the tactics of the enemy 

by equipping them with the strategies they need 

to fight the battles of everyday life. 

 

The Word strengthens and builds our characters 

as Christians and the more Word our youth 

receives, the better chances they have of living 

the life that Christ died for them to have. As the 

church grows, so does the need for ministries 

that help build Disciples of Christ. Youth 

Sunday school is another tool that God uses to 

spread His gospel and expand His kingdom.   

 

 

Q. Where do you want this ministry to go? 

 

In a world where the love of many is growing 

cold, we ask God to implant a burning desire 

for His word into the youth of this generation. 

The church is fighting against the statistic that 

says 90% of the youth will leave church after 

turning 18 years old. We proclaim and believe 

that 100% of Agapeôs youth will not only 

return to church but continue growing in Christ 

and bring others to the light. We have great 

expectations for what God is doing in this 

ministry and know that he will continue to 

guide us in this endeavor. 

 



 

  
 

 

Top Row: Guest Speaker Rev. Jeff Beacham; Guest Speakers Pastor Dan & Ruth Ann Schafer §  

Bottom Two Rows: Thanksgiving Eve Service 



 

  
 

 

 

 

Above: Church Christmas Party 



 

  
 

 

Accomplishments: 
 

Congratulations to Sergeant Greg Boyle on his  
 retirement from the West Orange Police  

  Department after 25 years of service. 
ñThe Lord never retires His Saintsò 

 

 
 
 
Congratulations to Carlos Galan!  Because of his 
outstanding academic achievements, Carlos was 
selected to represent Saint Francis Xavier School and 
the state of New Jersey at the National Young Leaders 
State Conference in Washington D.C. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 

 

Mark your calendarsé 
 

January : 
   

4th, 5th 

& 6th 7:30 PM  Prayer Services 
 

11th 7:30 PM  Evangelism Class Begins 
 
29th 10:00 AM Dance Team Seminar with 
   Valerie Henry 
 
30th 10:00 AM Guest Speaker 
   Valerie Henry 
 
February: 
 
20th 10:00 AM Guest Speaker 

  Bishop Roxanne Barnes 
 

Let us rejoice with the following 

brothers and sisters as we announce: 

 
 
Baby Dedications: 
 
November 14th ~ Joelca Belen dedicated 
Prince Angel & Miracle Ashley to the Lord. 
 
December 26th ~ James & Cintya Apap 
dedicated Josiah Gabriel to the Lord. 
 

The recent marriage of: 
 

Maria Smalls & Sal DôElia 
Sunday, October 17th   

New arrivals: 
 

Jessica & Orlando Amador are the proud 
parents of a new baby girl.  Madison 
Grace was born on December 2nd 
weighing 6 lbs 11oz and 19 inches long. 
 
Susanna & Domingo Cruz are the proud 

parents of a new baby girl.  Xiomara Noelia 
was born on December 22nd weighing 7lbs 
4 oz and 18 inches long. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

  
 

 

Childrenôs Sunday School: 
9:00 am to 9:45 am 

 
Childrenôs Church: 

Sunday: 10:00 am to 12:00 pm 

Wednesday: 7:30 pm to 9:00pm 

Our Childrenôs Church ministry brought 2010 to a close with a 

touching presentation of èThe Joy St ory.é 
Toys & gifts come to life in this musical story about a ballerina 

doll who finds out that Jesus is the greatest gift of all. 
 
 
Special thanks to the cast and crew for their hard work and 

dedicationéé 

Cast 

Narratorééééééé..ééé..éééééééé..ééShirley Lugo 

Toy Soldieréééééé.éééé...éé.éé...ééé.Genna Ricciardi 

Ballerinaééé..ééééééééééééééééé..Brianna Belen 

Child 1éééééé....é.ééé.é....ééé..............Sarah Ogunmuyiwa 

Child 2éééé.....é.éééééé...éééééé.......Ashley Guevara 

Child 3ééééééé.ééééé.é..ééééééé...Milena Farro 

Shepherd 1ééééé...ééééééé..éé..Zecharriah Ogunmuyiwa 

Shepherd 2ééééééé.éééééééééé...éDaniel Guevara 

Shepherd 3éééééééééééééééé.éé.......Joel Gonzalez 

Mary ééééééééé.éééééééé...é..Mercedes Gonzalez 

Josephéééééééé...éééééééé..Emmanuel Ogunmuyiwa 

Inn Keeperéééééééééé.ééééééééé.Daniel Munoz 

Angelééééééééé.ééééééééé..é.Amiyah Goodman 

Wiseman 1éééééé..ééééééééééé..Gaetano Ricciardi 

Wiseman 2ééééééééé..éééééé..éééé..Aaron Reyes 

Wiseman 3ééééééééééééééé..éééé.David Rosario 

Baby Jesuséééééééééééé..ééé....Prince & Miracle Belen 

Gifts 

Darius & Jared Rodriguez, Raven & Lily Cardone, Andrew Belen, Natalia & 
Xavier Cruz, Elianna & Elize Cardona, Joe & Damiano Farro, Esther Joy, 

Erin Grace & Evalynne Boyle, Gabriella & Giovanna Ramirez, Ryan Wright, 
Thalia Bell, Yasim Belen, Mariah Esteves, Noah Ramirez, Elizabeth, 

Victoria & Brendon Pert, Sophia Rosario, Kent & Lauren Mosely, Assyria & 
Kayleb Hickson, Justin Gesumaria 

 

Play Director..ééééééééé.ééééé.éééé...Shirley Lugo 

Assistant Play Directorséé.....ééKim Farro, Susan Randall, Alexis Diaz 

Script Directoréééééé..ééééé.éééééé.....Shirley Lugo 

Sound Technicianééééééé..éééééééé..Rigo Hernandez 

Set Designersé..Shirley Lugo, Blanca Rosario, Carlos Galan, Jonathan Faraj 

Music Directoréééééééé.ééééééé...éé.Linda Vassallo 

Camera Technicians...Katelyn Feliciano, Jonathan Farraj and Josh Chinchilla 

Video Directorééééééééééééééééé..Vilmary Rosario 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  
 

 

by Ashley Thomas 

 

 

 

 

Highlights from ¬Open Mic Night­ 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ñNo one after lighting a lamb covers it with a jar or puts it under a bed, but puts it on a stand, so that those 

who enter may see the light.ò Luke 8:16 

  
      The youth had their first ever, ñOpen Mic Nite,ò that turned out to be one for the records! The night was filled with all different 

types of talents and messages all folded into one. The entertainment  of the night included poetry, skits, singing, live worship and 

a video. The performers were definitely on fire, for both God and the message that they were sharing. They put their hearts out 

knowing that God would take it and do something amazing with it. Without a doubt, he did just that and more. The word ñAgapeò 

really did come to play on October 29, 2010. The love of God was so present that it set hold on everyoneôs hearts. Through each 

word, every stanza and lyrical thought portrayed, the viewer could not only see what God is doing in othersô lives, but got a clear 

sense of the passion that God has for each and every one of us. Do not think that it stops there. God is definitely working in his 

children and is preparing us for our future.  He has given each and every one of us individual talents and in return we must 

exploit them for his glory.  

 



 

  
 

 

On October 15
th
, our pastor was asked to be the keynote speaker 

at the Unified International Interdenominational Fellowship 

Conference in Edison, NJ.  Below are pictures from the event. 



 

  
 

 

 

  

 

 

Joe and I have been attending Agape since June of 

2009.   From the moment we stepped foot in Agape 

we felt at home.  

 

I have been serving the Lord since I was twelve 

years old. I have had my ups and downs but my 

Savior has been number one. I grew up without an 

earthly father. My dad passed away when I was 

two. Since then my grandmother took the role of 

spiritual leader in my life .  I thank God everyday for 

her prayers and wisdom. 

  

Joe was born and raised in Newark during the time 

of the riots. Life was rough being raised in the urban 

areas of Newark until  he met Christ at fifteen years 

old. 

  

He also has had his ups and downs but he is the 

man he is because of Godõs guidance and mercy. 

Joe has been serving the Lord for over twenty 

years.  
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Joe and I have been married for ten years and 

have two wonderful children. Our son David is 

seven and Sophia is four. They are the biggest 

blessings in our lives. My husband is in the home 

remodeling business. We own a stone/granite 

machine shop as well as a showroom on 

Bloomfield Avenue. He has been in business for 

ten years. We have also been blessed with rental 

properties in Belleville and Bloomfield.  

 

I have been an x-ray tech for over ten years and 

am currently workin g at St. Barnabas hospital. 

While it doesn't compare to being a wife and 

mother, I enjoy what I do. 

 

 

 

 

Bro. Joe and his wife Yelitza with their children David & Sophia 

The Rosario Family 



 

  
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

  
 

 




