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Think About It é
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Now may HE who
supplies seed fo -
the sower,and
bread for food,

supply and
MUITIPIY the
seed you have
SOWmiana*

-3

2 Corinthiansi9:1(



http://www.agapeworshipcenter.com/

Sew You

What is tithing ?

Tithing is your FIRST (first fruit); 10% of
your income as required by God for YOUR

benefit. In other word s, itis God allowing us
to be in a partnership with H im; a
partnership that seems too humanly real to

be true. God, whois the creator and

susta iner of all that exists, leaves us with

90% OF WHAT is REALLY HIS

How do we knbmw? itos
For the earth is the Lord's, and the fullness
(EVERYTHING) thereof (1 Corinthians
10:26). This includes your money but yet He
only wants 10%. What an awesome
partner!

Just as obeying the Ten Commandments
brings us into harmony v
law, likewise God uses the 10% that is due

to Him to improve our lives spiritually and

financially (what a partnership!). Your

Tithes are your conn  ection to the blessing!

Living cont r dawwil tinhibitGhe d 6 ¢
blessings He has for us . This is very easy to
fall into so become aware of it, break away

from it and stay committed and faithful. This
is what God says in regards to complying

withhis fi nanci al l aw (the
a man rob God? Yet you rob me. But you

ask, 'How do we rob you?' In tithes and

offerings. You are under a curse 0 the whole

nation of you 0 because you are robbing
me. 0 ( Mal a9y Ndw ask yo8rself: Do
you fall in to this category? Are you an
honest partner?

God tells us to prove Him as to whether He

will fulfildl his promi sce
into the storehouse, that there may be food

in my house. Test me in this," says the

LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw
open the floodgates of heaven and pour out

tiply It ... ...

so much blessing that you will not have
room enough forit  (Malachi 3:11 -12).

These promises are not just for ancient
Israel, they are living promises still

effective TODAY for those who will take God
at His word and actually PROVE HIM.

Tithing IS NOT a demand from your church
or your pastor to enrich himself or the
church (very important we understand this)

In the New Testament when Jesus was

asked ATeacher, which i
commandment in the Law?
AbLove the Lord your Go
and with all your soul and with all your

mind. This is the first and greatest
commandment. And the second is like it:

‘Love your neighbor as yourself. All the Law

and the Prophets hang on these two
commandments. 0 ( Mad40l hew

What this says is, #ALor
all You do for us, Lord beca  use of the love

You bestowed upon us by sending Your only
begotten Son, Jesus, we give our first 10%

just as Abraham, the forefather of our faith

gave. Just as Melchizedek the High Priest

gave the 10% of spoils of war; In
appreciation of Gouadodys h
today Jesus is our High Priest and He

deserves our 10%!

Get into a partnership today
and watch God fulfill His
promises in your life!



Ministry Spotlight:
Married Couples
Headed by Peter & Sylvia Santana

Q. Whatis the purpose of the Agape Family Ministry
and how does it benefit the church and its
parishioners?

A.l Sadlwy in todayds soc
family unit. In‘addition, marriageare breaking up in
recordsnumbers and families are being destroyed.
Agape Family Ministry is intended to equip couples
on how marriage should be enjoyed and not endurg
It is meant to be a vibrant relationship between two
people who love each othefth passion.

Many times a marriage relationship fades and becg
dull over time as people drift apart, but only becaug
we falil to give it the proper attention it deserves an(
requires. This ministry provides a way to give
marriage the attention it eds and deserves through
the Word of God. God has given the blueprint for
building @ loving and secure marriage. His plan is
designed to enable a man and a woman to grow
together in-a mutually satisfying relationship. Ignori
the plan of God leads to kiag selfish choices as
well as allewing pride, isolation and, in far too many
cases, the breakp of the family structure. Our desir
is to help marriages stay committed to one another
to raise ‘a.family that honors Jesus Christ. Ultimate
this berfits the church and its parishioners becaus
the church'is made up of families.

Q. When did this ministry begin and what was the
need for it?

Since Peter and | have been married for quite a whj
and appear to have some experience on marriage i
children, women would approach me with marital a
family issues looking for some guidance. |tried to
help and guide as much
have all the answers.

In 2007 .we were invited to a marriage conference

cad | ed . A Weekoe.nd It or eR®E
wanti ng »t o attend but P
i de a. His reason was 0

Bro. Peter & Sis. Sylvia Santana

Although he did have a point, | had 2 reasons for
wanting to attend. First, Peter and | were doing we
but thereds al ways roof
wanted our marriage to be enhanced. Second, |
wanted to see what informatidcould bring back to
help other women deal with marital and family
problems.

That conference was tr
Remember 0. We enjoyed
received such good information, as well as learned
new things about each other.

During conference breaks we walked around and
looked at all the tables that were set up with so my
information. We saw a table that had studies
specifically catered for the family. We were
immediately drawn and asked questions. We both
liked what we aw and decided to buy a starter Kkit.
Excited about what we had learned we wanted to
share it. Soon after, we met with Pastor, presente|
the idea, showed him the books, and he was as
excited as we were. The ministry started in Janual
of 2008 and by thgrace of God it continues to
flourish.

Q. Where do you want this ministry to go?

A. Our desire is to get other couples involved and
open up their homes to facilitate or host these stud
These studies are not only for Christian families by
for eveyone. We would like to cater to the differenf
needs in the family as well as couples who are
engaged, dating, single parents and everything
encompassing the family structure. There is a neef
for information and education. In order for this to
take placeve need people who acemmitted and
are willing to put their hands to the plow.




around the Church
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Top Row: 14" Anniversary Servic§ Middle Row: Guest Speaker Tony Loeffler of Solid Rock Minist§es
Bottom Two Rows: Church Picnic
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Top Row:Ministry Sundayg SecondRow: Praying over the children on Back to School Sur@lay
Bottom RowsPastor Appreciation Day
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Heart to Heart

Guest Speaker
Bishop Ken McNatt

Pastor aleadke 6Shephée

Iselin, NJ

speaking

Men of Vision
Sold Out Youth Open Mic Night

Guest Speaker Rev. Jeff Beacham

Guest Speaker Rev. Dan Schafer
Dance Team Seminar with Valerie Henry
Guest Speaker Valerie Henry

Thanksgiving Eve Service

Christmas Party

Christmas Play

Christmas Service

Service

New Year s Eve




Chil drendés Sund

0 ' 9:00 am to 9:45 am
Childrenés Ch
Sunday: 10:00 am to 12:00 pm

Highlights from....

00(1@1@1@ i 3Chog/

Special thanks to all of the volunteers
for their hard work and dedication!

Wednesday: 7:30 pm to 9:00pm




Sold Out

fjaw t[\« AMirris t?’i}f by Ashley Thomas

Keeping Up With the Youth

Dorney Park Trip

As many of us traveled to various different places throughout the end of our summers, the youth
went off the map and took a detour to one of the most popular amusement parks around. That®
right, Dorney Park! Sold Out Youth group showed Dorney what some of Agape's best had to
offer. Believe me, Dorney did not seem quite ready for them. During a fun day in the sun the
youth decided to show the other visitors at the park what Dorney was really all about. Here are a
few pictures to get a little touch of what it was like:
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Fund Raisers

Bake sales, back to school sales, sales, sales, and more sales! The Youth has provided the
church and many others the opportunity to come and support us on various occasions on
different levels. One specific fund raiser was here at Agape. The delightful bake sale was a
success. The youth reached a grand total of $287.00 . We would like to say a special thank you
to all the supporters and to those who encouraged us on our quest.

Youth Group

The actual youth service has been blossoming in different ways as well. There is now a devoted
worship team that is bringing the awesome sounds and tunes of God's work at hand. The team
consists of the piano, both base and electric guitar, and the drums. The youth is changing and
the change is a positive movement for the kingdom. With all the new dramas, worship, songs
and every other new thing on the youth's list, it can be hard to keep up. But do not worry, the
only way to really experience these things for yourself is to come out. All teens are warmly
welcomed!

Upcoming Events

Open Mic Nite, October 29™: Come and experience an awesome time seeing dramas, PPE
. songs, dances, and many selected styles. The floor is yours, so come and show what yg
really do!

uth Service : Friday nights, 7:00 p.m. Experience new worship, a greatgielgs| andwp.
. —
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A Word of Encouragement...

A poem by Sister Gina Rodrigue

Do you think you'll be happy  when the kids are grown ,

Or will you be when

happy
Do you think you'll be happy when you get married

Or when you finally give birth to the child you carried?

Do you think you'l/ be hapy
Or when you reach the goal you set?
Do you think you'l/ be hapiy

Or when the doctor tells you you're healthy?

Let's face it, happiness comes from within,

When you have God in your life you always win.

Your new life can now begin.

You no longer live for yo u but for Christ,

You don't have to think twice.

He created you to smile,

To show people tlat having faith in Him is worth the
while.

You find warmth in a sunrise,

You find joy in an unexpected surprise.

You find happiness in a child's laughter

You find pe ace knowing there is life ever after.

God says ¢ loves a cheerful giver,

So beready, willing and able to deliver.

Before you wish for wealth or fame,

Trust in God and you'll never be the same

All you have to do is call on His name.

Before you look in the mirror and you start to frown,

Remember you are the child of a king and y ou wear a
crown.

So what makes me happy and peppy and bursting
with love?

Iltds knowing | have the an
It's knowing when | face a giant or a flood,

| am protected by Jesus' blood.

I't's knowing I dm a child o
| t Gnewing the joy that tomorrow brings.

It's knowing that God has set me free

And that He will complete the work He started in me.

It's knowing that when my heart grieves,

All things are possible to him who believes.




Getting TO KDOW YOU Deaconess Dianex Raodrig!

That Sunday morning it was Fatlseday1999I

walked in with my children and was greeted with

warm smiles and handshakes. Praise and worship

uplifting and for the first time in a long time 1 felt
| @lmost at peace. However, the message Pastor
Anthony preached that morning, althougtvas
geared to the men as the head of household, spoke
strongly to my heart and completed that peace | wa
feeling throughout service. The message on that d¢
opened my eyes and gave me the peace and the

I've been a born again Christian since the age of 4.
was brought up in a church that strongly beldéewethe
Gospel of Jesus Christ. God gifted me with the abilit
to play the tambourine at the age 5. | played, sang fc
the Lord, actively participatednd even was the leader
of thelocal youth group. However, by the age of 191
turned my back on God and proceeded with life withc Strength I needew face my role as the headtbe
Him. | finished college, got a job, and got married. T household. I kept Olpde church for a month.agd
the naked eye everything seemethéogoing great, but July 17,1999 | gave my life back to the Lord and ha
in reality everything was falling apart, the marriage wi N°t turned back since.

going nowhere andy May 1998l was divorced For

the rest of that year and thereafter | struggled with
depressin andanxiety about how to provide for my
boys then 5 and 3 yesold both as a single parent and
financially. The load got very hard to carry and the
depression and anxiety got worse but | hid it well, or ¢
| thought.

One day | was at one of my older son's baseball gam
when | was approach by, believe it or moy; old
Sunday school teacher and dear friend. She saw the
sadness and stress in me and after talking with her, <
reminded me of who | am in Christ and suggested | s
Him again if not at the church where it all began then
another. That's when sbaggested Agape. But she
could not tell me the complete address only that it wa ! ' :
pink and on WesStreet. That night | struggletifound ~°day my children and | are a happier family. We a

myself so deeply depressed | had amted a deadly ~ Nave gained great friends, we enjoy andvaby .
way of ending it all. But as | was battling the pain, a participate in all activities and are involved in multip
chill VORI " 5 25T d PP < BT e ministries as a family here at Agape. It has been a

repeated the command three times. Honestly | said t place we call homeA place where the presence bét

= : ' . Lord is felt strongly andives are continuousl
‘r:n);sgfg ? ; orE)Iyear: ;sltjrusg%lmg Nbgagglssoegglrrlgi ’ transfc_)rmed. I r?aX/e t_)een blessnmit! the anzeties of
decided to look in thehone book. When | openeditt, - 1°t P€ing able to provide for my children have been
landed on churches and the first church listed was Ac I!fted and | no longer feel like I'm in lack. Although
and to my surprise on West Street. So the next day | fé has thown me a couple of curve balls and

: . returning to the Lord has changed me, it hasmie
called and our very own Pastor picked up the phone | {5 . .
provided me with directiamandthetime of service. the strength _and pe_admt F'need to. Qeal with the dall
battles of being a single parent raising two now

teenage boys. |thank the doior givingme a second
chance on life and | humbly and obediently bow
before Him and say here am | use migs the ony
way | can thank Hn for what He has done in my life.

Sis. Dee and her sons Uziel and Joshua



When you set your table this Thanks-

giving, use these homemade name cards
with a special message for each guest.

What you need:

Index cards, any size (one
per person)

Markers

Fall stickers (optional)

Fall foam shapes (optional)

What you do:

1.

2.

3.

List everyone who will be at
your Thanksgiving dinner.
Fold each index card in
half so it can stand.

On one side of each card,
write a person’s name.

. Decorate around each

name with markers,
stickers or foam shapes.

. On the blank side of each

card, write a different Bible
verse about blessings or
giving thanks. Suggestions
include 1 Chronicles 16:34;
1 Chronicles 29:13; Psalm
107:8; Psalm 118:21, 28; or
1 Thessalonians 5:18.

. Another idea is to write

one or more words from
one verse on each person’s
card (depending on the
number of guests and
words). You can write the
verse in order and have
people read around the
table, or you can mix up
the words so guests have
to put them in the correct
order. (Remember to list
the Scripture reference.)

GOD’S INSTRUCTION

The Bible is a guide for how we should live. In Sunday school and at
home, we learn how God loves and saves us. Solve this puzzle to find
Proverbs 4:13 (N1V), which tells about the importance of God’s Word.

First, write the word that means the opposite of the one given.
Then write the correct letters on the number-coded lines below.

yong _ _ death___ _  cod____ _ come__
1 2 3 2 [} 7 8 4 1 5 ? 1
sweet can't _no later .
10 1 11 12 13 14 15 16 8 10 15 1 17
o]
4 1 2 3 1 15 5 1
— — — — — — — — — —— — —
6 15 10 5 12 11 13 5 6 1 15 3 1
— — — — — — — — — —
5 1 5 2 8 5 6 5 9 1
— — — — — — — — — — — — — —
9 11 14 12 3 6 5 17 8 2 2 7 1 1
"
6 5 6 10 161 1112 2 6 7 8

(AIN ‘€1 ‘b SqIIA0I])

1] 004 st 31 30§ “[Tam 31 prens {0 31 39] 30U Op ‘UONIONIISUT 03 UO PIOH,,

MOuU ‘s34 ‘ued ‘mos ‘0F 30 ‘31| ‘PIO :SIOMSUY



/K ADOWN...

| had a dream that | went to Heaven and an angel was showing me around. We wébkesidede
inside a large workroom filled with angels. My angel guide

ERSRSINNCEE D b BC D2 CZ Y iyl SRsevNey CgNB'E""WBy
Here,alb YCz CzBBO CBb SBYy OWz¢y zB bbwWwd¥Yb WbY bYY

| looked around in this area, and it was terribly busy with so many angels sorting out petitions wi
voluminous paper sheets and scraps from people all over the world.

Then we moved on down a long cwriuntil we reached the second section..

AR GG LB O W27 o CBR. DN K0 277 0 B8 O C i
S D [ Y WOz YW ZbBbbh WbhY DD EYYIJT W —wBy Vy YI :
again hev busy it was there. There were many angels working hard at that station, since so man
blessings had been requested and were being packaged for delivery to Earth.

Finally at the farthest end of the long corridor we stopped at the door of a very sioallBvatny grea
OcbbbzOY, BBIAd BBY WBzYlI DWO OYWCYYy CzZYVYbY,
WBZ Y[ 0 ZbZ YBY bggW YCL A WyDZCCY WA CE __ D SRy
e el ey e TS i o

LOECZAVWBZNKSZCYDb BYBHI Y bYYVzDY CZV
VgZbVYBCO . L
)

BEBY WYZBBDI Y§gzY SBYLO Wl VYOD0zBz0?lI
KUzbpbl Y, L CzZY WBzZYI WBODYbBYYy. tcOC OWd, Kiu:
KUZWC Wl YO0z BzO O%ZIbcT yWXez¥W9d. WYz BBEDI Yy 2 Y

KTZ dbc ZWBPY ZBBYy zB CZY bYZbzzYbWCBbL, VYI B¢
richer than 75% of this world. If you have money in the bank, in your wallet, and spare change ir
you are among thetop 8% oftbes b [ y L O DYWI CZd . L

KSBY 2Z dbc¢ z2YC CzZzD0 BB dbcb BEDB YBbbcecCYhb,

KT Z%db5.c D5 bt .CZz0 bbBEbBzBz. Dz GLURbREI YR
will not even survive this dayL

KTZ dbc ZWBY BYBYb YdbYbzYBYYy CzZY ZYWb 2B
CzY bWBzO BZ OCWbBDWCzBEB F UBc WbY WzYWy BZ
KTz dBbc YWB WCCYBY W YZcb Y briuRo@eahydd ar€ehved dyYa
BB Wl YOOVYy | CiZEEE Ch b s B B0 VY 2 B

KTz dbc YWB ZBly dBcb BBWH, cdBEWBH YOuwBE b Yd

Thank You JESUS for all of the blessingzy®uy ¢ OF. OYYB WBY c¢BOYVYB!
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* FREE to switch ¢ 20% Green Energy VIRIDIAN ENERGY will be the leader
* No Contract « Same Reliable Service in using Green Energy Renewable

* No Hidden Fees * Same Single Bill

s No Cancellation Fees « Takes Minutes To Switc Resouroes. The defaul DO oL

If you are interested in saving money and helping the environment conta ct
Roe Ventola and | will tell you how you can $ave on your electric bill.

Viridian Responsible Energy
Roe Ventola
9737438919 ph.
862-202-1269 cell
www.virichoice.com

If you are interested in advertising your
business in the Agape Messenger, pleast
see Sis. Susan Randall



http://www.virichoice.com/
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