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by Sister Pat Ventola 

 

 

I cannot think of a better way to start your day 
than with prayer and fasting.  Prayer can literally 
move mountains.  It can take what seems like a 
hopeless situation and turn it around into a 
victorious testimony!  
 
3ÁÔÁÎȭÓ ÇÒÅÁÔÅÓÔ ÐÌÏÙ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÄÉÖÉÄÅ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÎÑÕÅÒȢ  (Å 
is out to destroy families, causing strife among 
brothers and sisters, fathers and sons, etc.  He is 
also out to destroy the church by causing division 
among the brethren.  We must be on full alert to 
ÔÈÉÓ ÐÌÏÙ ÁÎÄ ÎÏÔ ÆÁÌÌ ÐÒÅÙ ÔÏ 3ÁÔÁÎȭÓ ÄÅÃÅÉÔÆÕÌ 
ways. 
 
It is important that we p ray for our families.  In 
ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ ÓÏÃÉÅÔÙ ×Å ÅÖÅÎ ÓÅÅ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ 
rebelling and turning their backs on God.  
Everything that they have been taught 
throughout their adolescent years seems to have 
gone out the window.  They have traded God and 
holiness for the things of the world (i.e. sex, 
drugs & violence). 
 
A few years back a national magazine did a 
comparison on the seven biggest school problems 
in 1940.  They were talking, chewing gum, 
making noise, running in the halls, getting out of 
line, wearing improper clothing and not putting 
paper in the wastepaper basket.  In the mid 90s, 
the seven biggest school problems were drug 
abuse, alcohol abuse, pregnancy, suicide, rape, 
robbery and assault.  Today we can add mass 
murder and.  All of this is happening inside our 
ÎÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÓÃÈÏÏÌÓ ÔÏÄÁÙȦ 
 
We have to stop closing our eyes and ears to what 
is happening to our society and our children.  It is 
a fact  that when prayer was removed from 
schools, crime entered and took over.  What will 
happen to our future generations? 

 
Many years ago, a Russian dictator started 
(and this is paraphrased) that he never saw a 
nation so closely knit as the United States.  
 
 

His quest was that if he could destroy our youth, 
he could destroy our nation.  Shortly after that 
came the influx of drugs into this country and 
everything else that goes along with it. 
 
Children are our heritage from the Lord!  They 
are the future church! 
 
But for the power of prayer  will these children 
be saved from eternal damnation.  When we call 
on God in prayer, He will intervene no matter 
who, what, where or when.  He will encamp His 
angels around them, to protect them even in the 
most dangerous situations.  He will rescue them ɀ 
if we pray.  
 
We must all come together and take back what 
Satan has stolen from us.  This nation was 
founded on the Word of God.  It was a country 
filled with good morals and ideals.  It was a 
country where the family unit was strong, filled 
with love for one another; a country where 
neighbors looked out for one another and helped 
each other.  A country that was full of pride and 
honor when it looked upon it s flag. 
 
We have been infiltrated by the enemy.  But we 
have not lost the fight, we have only had a 
setback.   
 
Yes, it is a time for prayer and fasting! 
 
Yes, it is a time for us to unite in Christian 
brotherly love! 
 
Yes, it is time to stand up and shout about our 
faith in God Almighty ! 
 
Yes, it is time that we keep our eyes wide open! 
 
Yes, it is time that we get ready! 
 
Remember, the book of Revelation says WE WIN!  
Let us start showing that winning attitude!  



 

  
 

 

Ministry Spotlight: 

Worship Team 
by Jissely Cepeda 
 

What is the purpose and benefit of this ministry within Agape Worship Center? 
  
Sis. Cathy:  The purpose of this ministry is to create an environment where people are 

invited to offer themselves to the Lord in worship.  In the Book of James 4:6-10 it says 
God resists the proud but gives grace to the humble. Humble yourselves in the sight of 
the Lord and He will lift you up.  Our worship to the Lord should be a humble and 
reverent action. 
 
Bro. Mike:  Worship is one of the most important parts of a service. Worship is what 

ushers in the Holy Spirit and should be the avenue for people to draw on to forget about 
all of what has occurred throughout their day and become focused on the Lord.  It is a 
time for people to get intimate with their God and thank and praise Him for who He is and 
for what He has done in their lives.  In essence Worship will literally direct the way the 
Lord will move in a service. Thank God we have a Pastor who is sensitive to the Holy 
Spirit and who loves worship and will allow God to move the way He wants to. 
 
How did Agape's worship team begin and how has it changed throughout the years? 
  
Sis. Cathy:  It began when Agape Worship Center was birthed in July of 1996. Mike and 

I were the worship leaders. We only had the congas, tambourine and the cowbell, so we 
worshipped with tapes.  As time passed we graduated from tapes to instruments and 
people who were anointed to play the instruments started rising up to the call. God has 
done a mighty work in Agape and He will be faithful to complete ité.He is not finished 
yet! 
 
Bro. Mike:  Agapeôs worship team began with Sister Cathy and I leading the 

congregation with cassette tapes, because at the beginning there were no musicians.  All 
we had was a small group of people who wanted to worship God and cassettes were 
what we had to use while Pastor and others were praying and fasting for a real worship 
team. I thank God for those prayers because as you can see Agape has now been 
blessed with an awesome worship team with many talented people who love to worship 
the Lord.   
 
How are the members selected?  What are some qualities you look for in potential 
members? 
  
Sis. Cathy:  There are 3 important qualities I look for in a potential member. 1. The 

person has to be able to play an instrument.  2. They have to attend both services on 
Wednesday and Sunday. 3. The person must tithe faithfully. 
 
Bro. Mike:  Most members of the worship team are people who have a heart to worship 

the Lord and of course can at least hold a note, but all are welcome to try out.  I would 
say there are no set criteria in selecting a member; we just look for faithful, willing, 
committed people who want to worship God. 
  
How do the teams prepare for each worship service? 
 
Bro. Anthony:  We encourage the teams to most importantly stay in an attitude of 

worship throughout the day. Before each service the teams gather together to enter into 
prayer. Practices are usually held after Wednesday service or in some cases on off 

nights.  
 
How do you go about picking songs for each service? What about introducing new songs 
into the church?  
  
Bro. Anthony:  The songs are usually picked through prayer throughout the course of 

the day as they are laid on my heart. There are also times where in the middle of the 
service the spirit moves and the list is changed as we go in a different direction. New 
songs are picked not only by me but by the rest of the team. We are constantly listening 
to worship music to both enhance worship at Agape and bring forth new music.  What we 
look for in a song is that it can be used as a tool to bring the church into the presence of 
GOD. If the answer to that question is a yes then the song is practiced and introduced to 
the church. Worship helps build us spiritually and brings us to a maturity in Him. John 
4:23-24 "Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship 
the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God is 
a spirit, and His worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth." 
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As I sat there and watched my daughter, 
�/�����}�µ�o�����(�����o���'�}���[�•���o�}�À�������•���•�Z���������u�����µ�‰���(�Œ�}�u���š�Z�����Á���š���Œ�X 
I could feel my soul start to burn 
As I realized it was now my turn. 
As I stood there in the warm water, 
Looking at everyone from across the altar 
My nervousness started to slowly disappear, 
�'�}���[�•���P�o�}�Œ�Ç���Œ���‰�o�����������u�Ç���(�����Œ�X 
After I gave my personal testimony, 
It felt as if I was set free. 
As I folded my hands in prayer 
It was as if the Lord was standing there. 
As I came up out of the water, 
It was as if He said well done, my daughter. 
�d�Z���š�[�•���Á�Z���v���/���š�Œ�µ�o�Ç���Œ�����o�]�Ì���� 
�d�Z���š���]�š�[�•�����v�������š���}�(���}�������]���v�������š�}�������������‰�š�]�Ì�����X 
When I came back and took my seat, 
I watched as the others stood to their feet. 
Slowly everyone was coming out of their shell, 
Each with a different story to tell. 
Each gave a touching dedication 
All showed their appreciation. 
���À���Œ�Ç�}�v���[�•���o�]�(�������Z���v�P�������š�Z���š�������Ç�U 
Each in a different way. 
�/�š�[�•�����•���]�(���Ç�}�µ�����}�µ�o�����(�����o���š�Z���]�Œ���Z�����Œ�š�•���‰�}�µ�v���]�v�P�U 
�'�}���[�•���P�Œ���������Á���•���š�Œ�µ�o�Ç�������}�µ�v���]�v�P�X 
Even though in the beginning I was nervous, 
I feel honored and privileged to be part of the service. 
  
By Gina Rodriguez 
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