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by Susanna Cruz  

 

We are called by God to be praying parents ± not perfect parents. Our children will benefit from our prayers in every phase of 
their lives from conception forward. Prayer will have a positive impact on our children not only by the blessing and protection 
over their lives, but by the EXAMPLE we are setting by being dedicated, praying believers.  Most of all, we are to be led by 
the ULTIMATE PARENT, our Heavenly Father. 
 
The efficacy of our prayers is linked to basing them on the Word of God.  That way we can pray His Word with assurance. 
The following topics were excerpts from an online devotional that can be useful in your prayer life over your children. 

KNOW CHRIST AS SAVIOR EARLY IN LIFE  

 

Psalm 63:1 You, God, are my God, earnestly I seek you; I thirst for you, my whole being longs for you, in a dry and parched land where there is no water. 
 

2 Timothy 3:15 and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation in Christ Jesus. 

 

HAVE A HATRED FOR SIN  

 

Psalm 97:10 Let those who love the Lord hate evil, for He guards the life of his faithful ones and delivers them from the hand of the wicked. 

 

HAVE A HUNGER FOR THE WORD OF GOD  

 

Psalm 19:10 They are more precious than gold, than much pure gold; they are sweeter than honey, than honey from the comb. 

 

BE CAUGHT WHEN GUILTY  

 

Psalm 119:71 It was good for me to be afflicted so that I might learn your decrees. 

 

POURS LOVE OF GOD OUT ON OTHERS THROUGH HOLY SPIRIT  

 

Romans 5:5 And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out His love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom He has given us. 
 

BE PROTECTED FROM THE EVIL ONE IN EACH AREA OF THEIR LIVES: SPIRITUAL, EMOTIONAL AND PHYSICAL  

 

John 17:15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. 

 

HAVE A RESPONSIBLE ATTITUDE IN ALL THEIR INTERPERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS  

 

Daniel 6:3 Now Daniel so distinguished himself among the administrators and the satraps by his exceptional qualities that the king planned to set him over the whole 

kingdom. 
 

RESPECT THOSE IN AUTHORITY OVER THEM  

 

Romans 13:1 Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been 

established by God. 

 

DESIRE THE RIGHT KIND OF FRIENDS AND BE PROTECTED FROM THE WRONG FRIENDS  

 

Proverbs 1:10 My son, do not go along with them, do not set foot in their paths. 
 

BE KEPT FROM THE WRONG MATE AND SAVE FOR THE RIGHT ONE  

 

2 Corinthians 6:14-17 Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship can light have with 

darkness? What harmony is there between Christ and Belial? Or what does a believer have in common with an unbeliever? What agreement is there between the Temple of 

God and idols? For we are the temple of the living God as God has said, ñI will live with them and walk among them and I will be their God and they will by my people. 
Therefore come out and be separate says the Lord, touch no unclean thing and I will receive you. 
 

BE KEPT PURE UNTIL MARRIAGE (AS WELL AS THE ONE THEY MARRY)  

 

1 Corinthians 6:18-20 Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a person commits are outside the body, but whoever sins sexually, sins against their own body. Do you not 

know your bodies are the temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own. You were bought at a price. Therefore honor 
God with your bodies. 

 

BE SINGLE-HEARTED, WILLING TO BE S OLD OUT TO JESUS CHRIST 

 

Romans 12:1-2 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of Godôs mercy, to offer your body as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God. This is your true and 

proper worship. Do not conform to the patterns of this world but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what Godôs will is ï 
His good, pleasing and perfect will. 

 

BE HEDGED IN SO THEY CANNOT FIND THEIR WAY TO WRONG PEOPLE OR PLACES  

AND THAT THE WRONG PEOPLE CANNOT F IND THEIR WAY TO THEM  

 

Hosea 2:6 Therefore I will lock her path with thorn bushes. I will wall her in so that she cannot find her way. 
 

 

 



 

  
 

 

Ministry Spotlight: 
 

ά!ƴƎŜƭǎ ƻŦ tǊŀƛǎŜέ ϧ άLƴ Iƛǎ tǊŜǎŜƴŎŜέ 5ŀƴŎŜ ¢ŜŀƳǎ 

ά.ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ tǊŀƛǎŜέ 5ŀƴŎŜ ¢ŜŀƳ 
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Dance Ministry  
Headed by Sis. Lee Smith 

 
 
 
 
 

 

It seems like just last week Pastor  and Sis Pat called me 

into their offices and asked  me to be the Dance Team 

leader, but actually itôs going to be 3 years this winter! 

 

At the time I was only on the dance team for about 6-7 

months. I was just starting to warm up to everyone and 

becoming more vocal with my ideas for dance moves.  

The transition was very quick and unexpected.  This 

wasnôt a position that I wanted and this wasnôt something 

that I ever imagined doing, but God had a bigger plan for 

me and this dance team.  Going from dance team member 

to a dance team leader and being the newest member of 

the team to boot was a very difficult transition for me.  I 

was very intimidated by the power and authority I was 

given over this ministry and these wonderful women of 

God.  I thought to myself ñhow can I do this?ò or ñI think 

they got the wrong person.ò  Anxiety would creep in 

whenever I had to address a member on the dance team 

because I always wanted to make everyone happy with 

the decision I made which just didnôt happen all the time. 

But with prayer, fasting, and a wonderful support system 

from Deaconess Jennie Belen, the overseer of the dance 

team, and of course Pastor Anthony and Sister Pat, I was 

able to overcome these obstacles. 

 

So, fast forward three years and we now have three 

AMAZ ING dance teams in one ministry: 

 

Blessings of Praise (7-11 years old) 

These young girls are so precious to me; Natalia, Milena, 

Elizabeth, Brianna, Ashley, Gabriella, Raven, and Lily. I 

delight in their youth and outlook on life.  I work them 

hard and demand a lot from them and they always make 

me proud.  I love how different their personalities are and 

how much they love and care for one another.  The vision 

the Lord has placed in my heart for Blessings of Praise is 

for more choreographed dances. Itôs not enough for them 

to only dance once a year, so be on the lookout for 

Blessings of Praise later on this year.  These young girls 

are the future of In His Presence Dance Ministry and they 

need to be used more often to keep the passion of praise 

and worship dancing burning hot inside of them. 

 

Angels of Praise (12-17 years old) 

These young ladies are enormously talented;  Kayla S., 

Ashley, Michelle H., Kayla C., Leslie and Ivonne.  I love 

the teens.  Itôs not easy to be a teen and serve the Lord. 

Itôs even harder when youôre on the dance team and you 

have middle school, high school and life pulling you in 

500 directions.  I really appreciate the time and the 

dedication these young ladies have poured into the Lordôs 

work.  The vision the Lord has given me for Angels of 

Praise is that soon there wonôt be an Angels of Praise.  

There will be a merging of Angels of Praise and In His 

Presence.  In His Presence will then turn into two teams 

and will take turns dancing on Sunday and Wednesday 

Service and will dance all together during choreographed 

dances. 

 

 

In His Presence (18 & up) 

My sisters; Buffie, Jennifer, Debbie, Raina, Yajaira, 

Wendy, Sarita and Michelle. I have a special bond with 

these women of God.  We pray for one another, we fight 

for one another, and we pour love into each otherôs lives.  

The bond that we have is God ordained.  These sweet 

ladies lifted up this dance leader in of time of such great 

sorrow, and to them I am forever grateful.  What a great 

blessing to lead such wonderful women of God.  The 

vision the Lord has given me for In His Presence is 

traveling to other venues and churches under Agape 

Worship Center, even out of state and out of the country.   

To usher in His presence and touch His people through 

love, healing, deliverance, and spiritual warfare. 

 

Thanks be to God for how far weôve come and for all He 

has in store for this ministry! 

 



 

  
 

 

Top Row: Guest Speaker Valerie Henry  È  Middle Row: Guest Speaker Bishop Roxanne Barnes  È 

Bottom Row: Guest Speaker Dr. Earl Johnson 

 



 

  
 

 

 

 

Top Row: Evangelism Class Graduation  È Middle Rows: Guest Speaker Leon Patillo; Guest Speaker Wayne from Just Truth Ministries  È 

Bottom Row: Guest Speaker Rev. Jeff Beacham 

 



 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 

 

Mark your calendarsé 
 

 
 
August : 

   
18th 6:00PM  Men of Vision BBQ 

 
 
September: 
 
3rd 12:00 PM  Church Picnic at  
   Vassar Field 
 
11th 10:00 AM Guest Speaker 
   Rev. Jim Cernero 
 
18th 10:00 AM Back to School Sunday 
 
24th 10:00 AM Pastor Appreciation Day 

 

Let us rejoice with the following 

brothers and sisters as we announce: 

 

 
 
Baby Dedications: 
 
February 27th  ~ Jim & Silvia Cohen 
dedicated Jessenia & Justin to the Lord. 
 
April 3rd   ~ Ronald Pierre & Danielle Jean 
dedicated Kayla to the Lord. 
 
May 22nd ~ Domingo & Susanna Cruz 
dedicated Xiomara to the Lord. 
 
 
New arrivals: 

 
Jennifer & Eddie Rodriguez are the proud 
parents of a new baby girl.  Abigail Grace 
was born on April 29th weighing 6 lbs 11oz 
and 19 inches long. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

  
 

 

Childrenôs Sunday School: 
9:00 am to 9:45 am 

 
Childrenôs Church: 

Sunday: 10:00 am to 12:00 pm 

Wednesday: 7:30 pm to 9:00pm by Susanna Cruz 

One Sunday during the Motherõs Day & Fatherõs Day holidays, I visited each of the Childrenõs Church classrooms and 
daringly asked the question òWhat do you love about your mom and dad?ó Below are the kidsõ candid responsesé. 

 

To me, you are a 

good mom. 

 

- Xavier Cruz 

 

Gr ]Z] lbg`l ®aher¯ 
a lot! 

- Davion Segarra 

My dad works a lot. 
He gives granite 
away for free.  

 
- Sophia Rosario  

My mom never complains 
that she has to change her 

plans for us. 
 

-  Gaetano Ricciardi 

I love that my mom 
changes her plans 
for me. And never 

complains.  
 

- Genna Ricciardi  

(Twins Genna & Gaetano were asked the 
question in separate rooms) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  
 

 

by Ashley Thomas 

 

 

 

 

Highlights from ¬Open Mic Night­ 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It's Like Wildfire! 

 Love! Passion! Fire! These are only a few words that can describe this year's BattleCry. The theme of the Spring 2011 event was 

all about the three components of love: loving God, loving others, and loving one-self. It started off with a bang and ended with 

people wanting more, not only of the event but of mainly God. BattleCry is a thirst quencher, it's an igniter, and most of all a 

friend. It's welcoming atmosphere allowed individuals to have freedom to express their love for God. It was a no pressure zone 

where we could not help but raise our hands and shout at the top of our lungs to God. BattleCry was, like always, a learning 

experience. We learned more about ourselves, our relationships with God, and who God is. It was hands-down the event of the 

year and it only left the youth and all those who attended fired up and ready to go light this world. Conveniently, we had 

somewhere to put that fire, this year's Passion Play. "Time" was one for the books. The youth worked diligently on every line and 

scene to make it the best one yet. "Time" had a theme of identity and the reality of God. The cast and crew were able to pour out 

this message onto the audience and in turn many souls were saved. The youth also recently had an open mic night in May. The 

talents were phenomenal and the passion lasted throughout the entire event. There were all different types of talent including 

poetry, skits, singers and rappers. Whether it is BattleCry, Passion Play, or Open Mic, Sold Out Youth group has great plans to 

explode for the kingdom and God is moving in us like wildfire! 

 



 

  
 

 

1. Patty Velez 
2. Miko Velez 
3. Jill Calabrese 
4. Drew DaSilva 
5. Sarah Vega 
6. Don Calabrese 
7. Raven Cardone-Imor 
8. Maddy Feliciano 
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9. Emmanuel Ogunmuyiwa 
10. Jessica Tirado 
11. Dillon Cetrulo 
12. Zechariah Ogunmuyiwa 
13. Madelyn Alvarado 
14. Melanie Lugardo 
15. Alba Hurst-Chambers 
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On January 23
rd

 , Pastor Greg & Pilar Boyle were installed as the 

pastors of Unconditional Love Christian Fellowship in 

West Orange, NJ. May God bless you as you begin your new work! 



 

  
 

 

 

  

On February 13
th
, Rick & Shirley Lugo were licensed as ministers. 

Congratulations to Bro. Rick & Shirley! May God order your steps 

& bless your lives as you continue to be faithful to Him! 


